
EMFAZA (EMPHASIS) 

Emfaza oznacza podkreślenie, nacisk, zaznaczenie, wyróżnienie elementu zdania spośród pozostałych. Emfazę można 

kłaść na różne słowa lub części zdania.   

 

I. Emfaza różnych części zdania, tzw. Cleft Sentences   It is/was + zwrot emfatyczny + that/who… 

 

                Zdanie wyjściowe Sheila   is planting    flowers    in the garden. 

                                                           a               d                     b                  c 

 

a) Emfaza na podmiot – Sheila    It is Sheila who/that is planting flowers in the garden 

b) Emfaza na dopełnienie – flowers   It is flowers that Sheila is planting in the garden  

c) Emfaza na okolicznik – in the garden   It is in the garden that Sheila is planting flowers 

d) Emfaza na czasownik – is planting ( konstrukcja II) What is Sheila doing is planting flowers.  

e) W przypadku zdania przeczącego:  

The dog’s barking didn’t wake me up, the alarm clock did (zdanie wyjściowe)   

It wasn’t the dog’s barking that/which woke me up. It was the alarm clock.  

 

Uwagi 

1. Jeżeli emfaza jest na dopełnieniu lub okoliczniku (przykłady b,c)  najczęściej używamy that.  

2. Jeżeli emfaza jest na podmiocie  (przykład a) używamy who,which,that  

3. Pytania tworzymy przez inwersje (przestawienie):  Is it Jim that (whom) you are going to meet?                                     

Was it his bike that got stolen last night? 

 

II. Emfaza na czasownik     what…do/does/ is (to) V1         what … did was (to) V1 

Sharon designs clothes (zdanie wyjściowe)   What Sharon does is (to) design clothes.  

Greg updated the files.  What Greg did was (to) update the files 

The last thing she does before she lies down is (to) say prayer.  

 

III. Inne sposoby emfazy 

 

a) Konstrukcja (S+)  do/does/did + bare infinitive 

Stawiamy do/does/did  przed czasownikiem głównym  

She believes in supernatural powers (zdanie wyjściowe)  - She does believe in supernatural powers.  

You don’t like me!   I do like you!  

He went to the pub  He did go to the pub  

Stay a little longer   Do stay a little longer 

 

b) W przypadku zaskoczenia lub zdziwienia  używamy  zaimek pytający + ever  
Who ever told you I was getting married? Where ever did you find this old book? 

How ever did she escape unhurt? (the car was a complete wreck) 

Why ever did you wash it in boiling water? (dismay – konsternacja, przerażenie)  

Who ever are you? (to an intruder – do intruza, natręta) 

 

Uwagi 

1. Nie można tak użyć which i whose, np. Whose idea was it  nie  Whose ever idea was it.   

2. Z wyjątkiem why wyrazy te mogą być pisane razem Whoever told you that?  

3. Emfaza tego typu może dotyczyć zdań przeczących, np. Nobody ever explained that to me.                                                    

I haven’t seen this man ever before.                                                                                                                                       

You mustn’t wear anything green. Why ever not?! (I can’t understand)                                                                                        

Bring a gun to class tomorrow. What ever for?! (I can’t understand)   

4. Można także używać pytań przeczących, np. Isn’t it great to be here?   Isn’t she lovely?  

 

c) Konstrukacja    What … is  

dotycząca podmiotu: Jogging keeps me in shape (zdanie wyjściowe)  

What keeps me in shape is jogging lub Jogging is what keeps me in shape 

dotycząca dopełnienia: I need a holiday (zdanie wyjściowe)  

What I need is a holiday lub A Holiday is what I need  

 

d) Transformacja:   All (that) = The only thing 



      All that she cares is money= The only thing she cares is money.  

     All that she did was call me to say “Good bye” = The only thing she did was call me to say “Good bye” 

 

e) Konstrukcja  That  is/was + zaimek pytający                                                                                                              

That is what he did to save the boy. That’s why she left the party early.                                                                      

Pytania tworzymy przez inwersje (przestawienie), np. Was that why she was crying? Why was it that he got 

angry? Was that why they moved house? 

  

f) Inne przykłady zdań z emfazą – zdania wykrzyknikowe 

      nice/dress   What a nice dress! = How nice the dress is! = It’s such a nice dress!  

      pretty/baby  What a pretty baby! = How pretty that baby is! = She is such a pretty baby!  

     delicious/cake  What a delicious cake! = How delicious that cake is! =  It’s such a delicious cake!  

     clean/air  What clean air! = How clean the air is! = It’s such clean air!  

 

 

 

Exercise 
 

1. Cleft Sentences. Zdanie wyjściowe:  She(a)   wrote(e)   this e-mail(b)   at home(c)  on Sunday(d).                                     

1a. It was ……….                                                                                                                                                                      

1b. It was ………..                                                                                                                                                                   

1c. It was …………                                                                                                                                                                   

1d. It was …………                                                                                                                                                                    

1e. What ………….  

2.  You must read this.       What ………….     You should not drink.    What ………… 

3.  He bought a new car(2x)   He …………….          What ……………..        

4.  Sit down!       ……………..     Help yourself to these sweets!   …………………. 

5.  You don’t love me!  I ……………….      She didn’t love me!     She ……………… 

6. Who told you that?  Who ……………….   Who would do this?  Who ……………… 

7. It is wonderful!     Isn’t …………………… 

8. Swimming keeps me in shape(2x).  What …………….              Swimming ………………. 

9. She needs money.         What ………………           Money ……………….. 

10.  All that she loves is money.      The only …………….     

11.  Did you do that?   Was it …………     Does she write this?    Is …………….. 

12.  You haven’t pay the bill.     It …………….   

13.  What a fast car!                How ………..                      It’s such …………… 

14.  Adam kissed her.     Adam …………           What ……………  

15.  They (a)  do (e)  that (b)  in  the  garden (c)  every day (d).  

15a. It is ……………….                                                                                                                                                 

15b. It is ……………….                                                                                                                                               

15c.  It is ………….…...                                                                                                                                                    

15d.  It is ………………                                                                                                                                                    

15e.  What …………..                                                                                                                                                         

16.  When are you moving house?     When …………..…….                                                                                               

17.  You have to call the police.        What …………..………                                                                                                  

18.  He bought her a ring (did).         ………………………                                                                                      

19.  Tom wrote that.                         It was …………..……….                                                                                          

20. He did that to save the boy.       That’s what …………….                                                                                         

21. She left early to be on time.       That’s why ……………...                                                                         

22.  Where did you buy this?(ever)   …………………………..                                                                                          

23.  She drank vodka! (did)              …………………………….                                                                                      

24.  How nice this cat is! (such)      …………………………....                                                                                                                           

25.  Why did you do that?(ever)      ……………………………. 
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